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THE SITUATIOW.
, The Array of (tie Potomac bns mada a movement, and

wo can aay, without any breach or confidents or good
* faith, or any violation of tbo.-e obligation by which, aa

honest journalists, wo are botiud not to embar-
rasa the policy of the government, that It it

i not a backward movement. The course pursued
by contemporary j luraala, which are su posed to

> he the friends of the administration, shall not
tempt us to divulge farts which may be of service to the

. enemy, and cm do no possible good to the Union cause in

| the present juncture. It Is enough to gay that General
Meade is rejiorted to hare advanced in the direction or

j ltiobmonu, with a force far superior to any which the
. enemy can at present bring against him, and that intel¬

ligence of a severe fight may reach us at any moment.
IOur correspondent at Camp Hnegan, Florida, (urnlsbe*

an elaborate accouut of the late deleat of our foraes at
Olustoe, In which Ave of our guos and a large number of
our dead and wounded were left in the hands of the

( enemy. Our forces, though opposed by immensely supe-

| rior sombera, fought gallantly. General Finegan's force
occupied Baldwin on the 26th February; the I'nion
iroope then bemg in retreit on acksonnlle.

J The reported appoiatmet t of Genera iSigel to tbe com-
t znand of the army in Weat irginia, in General Kalley 'j

place, continues to excite a. eat deal of Indignation in
t tfcecampa.
i. Colonel Streight, M^jor McDonald, Captain Searce and
' Lieutenant sterling, who escaped from tbe Llbby priton,

nrrlrtd at Warfhin.101 yesterday. 1 Ley reached the
S'otomac after maay tedious wjnJenogS, and were taken
oa kotrl the suubout Ella

The raali of m i or general in tbe regular army was

coofirmed in the Senate yesterday in tbo cage of C.eneral
Crant, and that of brigadier* in tbe regular army upon
Gooerals Monde, Thomas. Vergurs n, Sherman, McVhei-
8on, Pleasan'.oa and Warren, Pleasanton aud Warren

> toeing made major generals of volonleers.
} Tne Richmond papers of the 28tb, contain late news
from Charleston One hundred aad forty six fOots from
our batteries were fired on tbe city within tweuly four

. Bioure. Our troops were said to be erecting a battery cn

JMxoo's Inland
i UaepUcbee fr.Ha Starksville, Miss., to tbe 23d, report
.hit beery firing was going on at Pantotoc, and that forty
or oar troopa were killed and one hundred captured. The
battle la aatd to hare closed by a charge from the Union
cavalry, which was repulsed.

Deapatcbe* from Dalton to tbe aatno date say tbat our

troop* ware retreating towards Chattanooga, and <bat
Oeoeral Loogstreat has withdrawn bis forces to a point
.. not prudent to mention."

Tbe Raleigh (N. C.) Standard Of tbe 9th of February
ears "tbat meetings in opposition to tbe rebel govern
neat bare been held in that State, in Rutherford, Rock¬
ingham, Mo re, Transylrania and Wake countiaa during
tbe mooth of January; that (bay were all largely
atteadod and that resolutions hostl.e to tbe military
despotism of the Coaraderate admtutttratioo were adopted
at each moeilo* "

CONOBE8 8.
In tbo Senate yesterday a bill for the protection of

overland emigrants to tbe Pacific waa introduced and

referred to tbe Military Committee. Like reference w»*

given to a resolution of tbe Michigan Legislature, asking
for some change in the Enrolment act. A bill to empower
Mate guardiaus of lunatics to act ia that capacity in tbe
Dtalrlot of Coium'na waa introduced and referred to the
Judiciary Committee. Resolution! of tbe Kansas Legisla¬
ture, making inquiries relative to the Kansas school
lands, ware presented. Tb* bill making Petersburg,
Virginia, a port of entry, was passed. Mr. Sumner, fr<m
tb* Committee on Slavery aad Freedraen, presented a

report oa the Fugitive Slave law, accompanied by a bill
to repeal all law* for tbe rendition of alavw. The
report and bill were laid over, and ordered to be prnled.
A bill to continue the payment of the preeent volunteer
bounttea to April I wm reported, but after, considerable
4Uacus8KM, waa laid over, in ord*r to obtain tbe opinion
«f tbe Pr**ident and Secretary of War on Its expediency
Tbe bill for tbe equaimtioo of th* pay of white and
colored soldier* and fer the equality of colored men with
whlta men In the national court* wer* both con*id*red

| for some time, tbe former being recommitted te tbe Mili¬
tary Committee, and tb* later being ordered to be printed.
Tbe Uoofarance Committee on tb* whiskey lax reported
. disagreement of tbe joint cotrm tteeof tbe two house*.
Mr. Sherman, ia makiag the report, said that if the
B.els would tnatruct its committoe to allow a tax of
twanty oent* per gallon on liquor* oa hand on tbe 1st ef
July the Mil would not fall. The snbject waa made tbe
special order for to day, at one o'clock. An executive

asealop waa tb*n held, aud, on th* opening of tbe door*,
tbe Saoato adjourned

' ia tb* House of Representatives a bill t« securs to per-
¦aaa in tbe mil iary and naval service homesteads out of
tbe coofleoated eatatea of rebels wm Introduced and re¬

ferred to tbe Public Lands Committee. A resolution waa

.fibred in faror of a thirty-three per cent increase of the

pay of* >ldiar* and aaral seaman. Bills were introduced to

parmit tbe payment of ooe-lectb of the amount of import
ditus up to July 1, 1W>, ia lagai tender notes, and to au-

tborta*aatMpaaaloa until April 1,1M7. of the direct tax

of twaaty million* of dollars provided for in tbe act of
August, 1M1, both of which bill* were referred to lb*

Way* and Meaas Committee. Leave wm asked, but not
graatad, to oflbr a reaolut on directing tbe Military Com¬
mittee to inquire into tbe expediency of setting rebel
tffteoaer* to work Tbe Committee oa tbe Conduct of tbe
War were instructs! to make a report upon the
practical working of tb# regulations for trade with
the insurrectionary district*. Tbe H<mse paaaed tbe
bill providing for tbe isane of bond* lo tbe
amount of two hundred m.liion* of dollars, ra-
deemaiiie to aet ,*.* man five nor more than 'orty year*.
A reaoiution was adojited calling on tbe Secretary of tbe
Navy for a report of the operations of tbe fleet ia Charier
Umi harbor a reaolulion tor tbn app< latment of a com
triMaion lo treat wt'.b tbe r«bel leaders wm offered, Bat
reoe'ved ooly twenty two votes m its favor to ninety fix
against It Resolutions were unaoimouely adopted that.
ta order to efcetuatly pot down tbe rebellion tbe cause
of It must be rem>vad, and tbat anything abort of a
bear If enpt»irt of tbe government in tta effort* to subdue
tbe reoe* la a crime, where tbe question i* between loy¬
alty and treanK) In tbe vote on Miese NMattsaa, how.
.rar.tbe opposition members took or,cmk» to express
their dtaaeot ia optbioa from th* rapubllcan* m to what
WM tbe cause of the rebellion A resolution condemning
tbe arrMt and banishment of VallandiKbam wm oflereu
sad race vel forty-**v*u votes to It* ravor to seventy six

againet It With ml Iran-ecliu* auv other hosioean. th«
I'ljun ft|^|

I THE LEGISLATOR*
I The lwo kovM of oar SUM LagWatore rw"Hi>W
I ye*terday, i(M( their Mm daye' Vtry litM

busiuMs, however, «u traoeaoted, there bemg .*tl*
uiore thw * quorum present ta either braiicb A *»<».

.Me it|«rt was made in Ikt Senate oe ike MM autho¬

rising the Krie Railway C uipoay to ..create their capital
stock Mailt enable Uem to complete their double tow*.

A bill for tbe lacorpentloa of a Metro;«liUa Market
Company ia this elly vat given aoi ice of ta Me Aesem-

b'7' MISCELLANEOUS HEWS.
There wax another crowded house at tbe Brook Ifa

Academy of Music last itmib?, being the seventh of tbe
Brook yu and Lang lalaiid Kanitary Fair. The reoeipla
aliea.y amount to tbe handsome fuui of (3)0,000.
Ibe public recaption of Mr. Gen-go 'l'boiu.*»«, the

great English abolitionist, took place lual oveuw;; at tbe

Cooper lnautuie. * Maior tieuoral Krouiout presided, and,
In introducing Mr. Thompson, made extended remark*,
which, with a condensed report of the address of tbe
dtstiDguishad guest, will bo fouud la another part of to¬
day's paper.
Ibe Councilman met at one o'clock yesterday, Presi¬

dent Hayes in the ohair. The resolution granting the use

of their Chamber during tbe month of March for i

special term of tbe Supreme Court was, on motion of Mr.
Gross, taken from the table and adopted. Oa "motion of
Mr. Brandon a resolution was adopted granting pormli
Eton to the managers of the Metropolitan Sanitary Fair to
erect a temporary wooden structure on the side¬
walk in front ot their promises In Fourteenth
street, near Sixth avenue, and directing them
to place n wooden sidewalk around It for
the use of pedestrians. The Committee on Klnanoe
recommended that tbe Comptroller be authorised to Issue
an aildltioual $800,000 of tho Central Park Improvement
Fund stock. Adopted. On motion of Mr. Webster the
hour for the regular meeting of the Board was changed
from one P. M. to four P. M. A number of bills for es¬

pouses incurred by tbe Committee ou National AOhira of
tbe last Boiiil wore authorized to be paid. Mr. Braodon
oflerod a resolution directing the Crotoo Aqueduct De

partmont to place a Dumber of Ore hydrants in tlie budd¬

ing to be occupied by the maunders of tho Metropolitan
Siuitaty lair. Adopted. Tno Board adjourned uutll
Tbum lay next at four o'clock.
Wo publish in to day's |upci tbe report or the Commis¬

sioner* of Publio Charities and Correction lor 1(103. It
Sives a full nod interesting history ol tbe operations of
our penal aud reformatory institutions. Among Ibo Imt
of places of evil doers may bo found no less than elevoa
tb us.iud grogshops, which, in their various ramifica¬
tions, furnish tbe Coinraissioueis with tboir thousands of
subverts upon which to bestow their charity, and to pro¬
tect tbem from falling still doepor into tbe abyss of
ctime. The statement in relation to tbe commitment of
variants shows that 10,753 persons have been aent to
Black well's Island, of whom 2.328 were male* aud 8,426
were females Of this number TOO bave bean "seut up"
for Ibe one hundredth time and 6,776 Or tbe Orst time.
The aggregate number of times committed is 189,057, or

twelve times for eacb person.
Judge Barnard decidod yesterday to suspend all pro¬

ceedings in tbe (lusted habeas corpus case unlit the
trial of the divoroe suit, now pending between lUo par¬
ties, In which the father and mother both claim tho cus¬

tody of tbe child, is concluded.
a motion was made for a reference yesterday to the

case of Charles Devlin vs. the Mayor, and Judge Barnard
appointed John B. Haskin as referee. Ttie plaintiff suets

to recover $128.t>78 ou cootracls for grading and regulaf*
iog Fifty-second and Fifty-seventh streets and New
Bowery, together with filling up sunken lots in Seventy
ninth and Eightieth streets, noder Street Commissi mors

Taylor and Furey. Tho defonce set up is that there was

frsud ia tbe contracts, and that tbe claim is void by tho
statute of limitation.
The Mariposa Mining Company vs. Cornelius R. Gar

rison was on again yesterday io tbe Supreme Court,
Chambers. Tbo controversy grew out of a motion on tbe
pirt of the defendant to compel tbo plaioiia to choose
which of the two suits should be tried Oral. Tho argu¬
ment was adjourned over until Thursday.

Tbe New York Typographical Society had a mngDiflcent
bauquft at the St. Nicholas Hotel last evening, which
was conducted tn a very brilliant fashion Mr. Charles
A. Alvord presided. Kx-Almstiouse Governor Oliver, Mr.
BrUht, or Boston, and other gentlemen respouded to the
several toasts. Tbe employing printers of tbe city were

the principal agents la organizing the aOiiir.
The London Po$'ot tbe IStb of February publishes the

following in a letter dated at Oversea, ia tbe Danish
Duchies.Four Prussian vessels are icoowo to have boeq
placed under embargo at Copenhagen, and two vessels at
Aaiborg, one of which is a passenger ship from Ham
burg Tbe Danish iron-clad steamer Eshern Soare has
taken a Prussian schooner into Sooderburg as a prize.
The higher price of gold bad a tendency to strengthen

the markets; but the influence was counteracted by tbe
inclemency of the weather, which rendered toe markets

dull, and the business was remarkably light in nearly all
articles of foreign and domestic production. The dulnqss
was pretty general, and but few articles were in any wise
active. On 'Change the volume ot trade was compeiattvely
small. Flour was without decided change in prices, but
tbe market was heavy, and to effect large saies some
concession would have been necessary. Wheat waa one

cent lower, while corn, under \ continued speculative
mo vement, and light stock, advanced te. a 3c , old
Western miied selling as high as $1 38. dolivered. Rye.
barley and oats were unchanged. Wimltey continued
dull. Provisions generally were quiet snd subject to but
little fluctuation. Freights were firmer, but not active
Groceries quiet. Petroleum dull and lower.

The Military Situation.Th* Armjr of
the Potomac in Motion.

The Army of the Potomac ia in motion, and
in tbe direction of Richmond. The movement
commenced !a*t Saturday, and, as a single day's
march would bring our troops to the winter en¬

campment of General Lee. we may anticipate,
at any moment, tbe intelligence of a desperate
battle on his part, or a precipitate retreat, to
save himself and to cover the city of Richmond.
In announcing this advance of General Meade
we conclude that we shall not incur tbe charge
of "giving aid and comfort to tbe enemy," inas¬
much as two of our city contemporaries.the
special guardians of the administration and its
war secrets.published tbe news. by or without
authority, yesterday mornii g.

Entertaining the opinion that this movement
is well timed; that General Meade is a careful
and prudent officer; that his forces are decided¬
ly superior if numbers to those of tbe enemy,
and in excellent fighting condition, we are con¬
fident of gocd \tiding? within tbe next twenty-
tour or forty-»ytht hour*. Lee's army of sixty
thousand ^en last summer has been re¬
duced to lew than forty-five thousand, tbe
transfer Westward of Longstreet's column alone
being equal, to the loss of twenty five thousand

j men. NexV, on account of tbe scarcity of
forage in Northeastern Virginia. Stuart's caval¬
ry forces have been scattered about over a

I wide extent of country in order to recruit or
to exchange their worn out horses for their
expected active work of tbe spring campaign.
Under these circumstances tbe advantages
of a forward movement 1^ General
Meade are apparent, and especially when we
consider hi* great superiority over his enemy
in the matter of cavalry. General Lee, how¬
ever. we suspect, has been seasonably informed
of his danger to enable him to make some pre¬
parations to avert it; for doubtless tbe hurried
retreat of Longstreet from East Tennessee, not
for Georgia, but towards Virginia, bas been in
consequence of a requisition from Richmond.
We have urged upon the administration again

and again the advantages elfered in a move¬

ment upon Richmond by way of the peninsula.
We never could understand that peculiar stra¬

tegy of the War Office which recalled the army
of MeCltilan from a secure base of operations
and a strong position within thirty miles of
Richmond all tbe way back to Washington to
take a fresh start: nor have wo ever been able
'o comprehend that profound fundamental
error of the government that it is ab¬
solutely necessary that tbe army moving
again I Richmond must move betweM the
cbel artajr aud Washiagtooi nor tan wo loaliM

Ike aeceailtj of ptnMini In the effort to over¬
come obstructions m ft oerUia road when ky
taking another road we may turn them. II hi
well known that Richmond «¦ bow m ft cotn-

ptrftiifel; defenceless condition. It m believed
b; intelligent refugee* th*t * force of twenty
UifttiftHitd men, by w*j of the peuinsuift, could
t«ke Ike city without difficulty; but we fear
that this rente, which was r« jected witb McClel-
Ifin'. recall, and wluch 011 fteveral occasions
.inoe baft vainly offered an easy p»Mge iuto
the rebel capital, will stiM be discarded, h»-
canoe it was the route ot McOlellan. We sball
be satisfied, nevertheless, if tho Army of the
Potomac, while keeping guard over Washing¬
ton, ahail accomplish the great object of the
dialodgment of the enemy from Richmond, or

the cooping up of Lee's army behind its in
trenchmente.
The advance of our army from Chattanooga

has been arrested for the present. The caralrjr
columns of Generals Smith and Grierson, wo
regret to say, have been driven back from
Northern Mississippi Into Tennessee, and this
repulse creates some anxiety as to the safety of
General Sherman, either at Selma, in Alabama,
or advancing In that direction from Central
Mississippi. President Lincoln's political Flo¬
rida expedition bas resulted in a disastrous
and allocking failure, and Admiral Farragut has
a tough piece of work before him at Mobile.
But a great success by the Army of tbo Poto¬
mac, from the general demoralization of tho
enemy, will speedily open the way to a suc¬

cession of victories around the whole line of
the rebellion. This is the succcss whioh we

anticipate from General Meade's present ad¬
vance, and we know that the Army of the Po¬
tomac is competent in every respect and re¬

solved at any sacrifice to win it.

Tnn Bariukism of this War..That tho coun¬

try is fast running into a state of barbarism we

have every day evidence in the work of retalia¬
tion as practised by tho different commanders.
The latent case bas occurred in North Carolina.
The rebel General Pickott hangs a negro for
Bhooting a rebel colonel. The Union General
Peek awaits confirmation of the report before
ho proceed* to hang in retaliation a white rehel
prisoner. The rebel genoral responds by de¬
claring that he shall hang every negro he can

catch shooting his officers or men, and for every
rebel Peck hangs Pickett will bang ten Yan¬
kees. Pickett commenced the business by hang
ing some twenty or thirty loyal North Carolini¬
ans, charged with desertion from the rebel
ranks; and now. we suppose, tbo work of bang¬
ing will be commenced in earnest by the two
commanders. lu old times tho war ory wa .,
"Hang out your bauners;" but In these modern
days, in this horrible modern rebellion, the
ory is, "Iiang up your men;" and it seems that
one section of the country is likely to grow an

much hemp as the other. This is a most sad
and shocking spectacle Hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of lives have been immolated upon
this bloody altar of retaliation, and no good
hfts been gained for either Bide. Is there no

way fur humanity to step iu and stop these
useless, brutal and revolting butcheries?

Old Auk's Last Campaign.Tiik Florida
Disaster..As the facts of the recent battle at
Oluslee, in Florida, become better known, we

see no reason why we should be any better
satisfied with its result. Five thousand men. it
appears, were marched fifty miles into a coun¬

try occupied by the enemy, and were precipi¬
tated upon a force of double their numbers,
whom they fought for three hours, and until
compelled to retreat by heavy losses. At first al I
this was made to appear a blunder of that class
of which we had so many at the commencement
of the war. Somebody had run against a bat¬
tery, as Schenck did, we were told. Our men

bad fallen into an ambuscade. But there was

no ambuscade at all. and no surprise, in the
ordinary sense. So far was it from an ambus¬
cade that our men drove the enemy's skirmish¬
ers for milea. and the general in command
must have known from every appearance that
there was a force of the enemy in his front;
for General Seymour, a soldier of the Mexican
war, and promoted for gallantry at Gaines'
Mill, must be sufficiently familiar with the ap¬
pearances that indicate the presence of an ene¬

my. His only surprise was, perhaps, to find
that the enemy bad ten or fifteen thousand men

present, when be had been assured that their
number was much less. Nor is it probable that
there ia any more truth in the story that Gen.
Seymour acted without orders than there was

in the ambuscade story. This last invention of
the administration journals.that General Sey¬
mour weut out to hunt up a tight on his own

account.is evidently put forward to screen the
President and his private secretary, who are

the recognized originators and managers of this
whole movement. But this Ill-judged attempt
to screen Old Abe at the expense of a gallant
soldier only deepens the popular conviction
that the President and his secretary are the
only ones to blame in the business. They start¬
ed the expedition and furnished the information
upon which the arrangements for it were made,
and we do not doubt that they gave for tbjf
fatal march orders so positive as to preolude
tlie exeroiM of a soldier's discretion.
Old Abe's latest joke is that he is "well built

for getting out through small places;"' but this
attempted sacrifice of Seymour will, we fancy,
be found too small a loophole even for him.

Ocr W \R Blrkkvs .The keepers of first
class ho tela in this city have announced that
after the 1st of March their prices will be in¬
creased to three dollars and fifty cents per
day. Time was when two dollars per day was

considered a round price for board at such
houses as the Astor. But it is not with
hotels alone that prices are advancing.
Everything is going up, everything is in¬
flated by the enormous expansion of the
currency, and, while the rich become rloher
by their vast speculations in such times,
the poor become poorer by the distressing ad¬
vance, in all the articles they are obliged to
consume. So much for the mismanagement of
the war by the President and the financial
blundering of his Secretary of the Treasury.

Tnr. Whiskrt Tax. There is soma hope
after all that the whiskey jobbers in and out of
Congress will not have It all their own way in
regard to the tax ou whiskey in store. The
Conference Committee has voted to ask the
Senate and House to instruct them to recom¬
mend a tax of twenty-five cents per gallon on

whiskey on hand, arid to raiaa the sliding scale
to eighty cents on whiskey made after July 1,
and one hundred cents after January 1. IHGf».
This will bring the tax something netr the
recommendations of tho Convention of United
States Assessors, held in Cleveland last De¬
cember. CougroM might go still furtljor, aud

adopt miother MgfdtiM of At mh« Coaven-
tiM.this is, to Bkkt it ft peaftl offence to id«t-
tomtv liquor* with poisonous lubiUocM. But
this treaty-five coat Ui on the article oa hand
is bettor than nothing; and it it not improbable
thai that would not have t een obtained had it
not beau tor the fear of Old Ate'e veto on the
whole bill.

TtieGajr bta««n in tlie Metropolis.
New York it prnndiy vindicating her claim

to beb>g the metropolis of the New World.
Never before waa this city ao gay, ao animated,
ao crowded, ao prosperous, l,ciit, with its
.ombre hue, baa failed to dim the bright lustre
of our fashionable oircles. If our elite must
not dance during the interval which the Church
claims as a period for sober thought and abne¬
gation, thejr can and do crowd our Opera House,
concert rooms aad theatres. Receptions are
now all the rage, and each day may be seen
crowds of carriages in the fashionable avenues
and streets, filled with ladles in most olegant
toilettes. At the Academy of Music the display
of satins, laces and jewels seems but to bare
increased. When Maretzek chooses to gire
way to popular prejudice, and allowB *

his
attists to sing'Faufet or lone, the crowds which
Kit the bouse are resplendent. * New York
never before witnessed so much fashion, such
rich displays of dress and beauty. Then our
concert rooms arc liberally patroniKod. The
claims of eminent artists are now recognized
by society with a fervor which proves that the
public taste for art is on the increase
We are now in the enjoyment of an addi¬

tional source of amusement. The llitchings Eng¬
lish Opera troupo have commenced ft aeries of
their popular performances at Niblo's Garden
aud, to judge from the crowded state of the
house on their opening night, will bave their
abate of the public patronage. Our managers
are bewildered by their extraordinary sucoess.
Mr. Wallack has actually retreated to Phila¬
delphia, that in that suburban place ho may
be reminded of old limos; tbat he may enjoy a

rest and tranquillity such as was once to be met
with in New York. As things are at present,
tlie veteran feels how useless it is for him to
plot aad plan for the public amusement. All
ho has to do is to open hisdoors, play auything.
Rosedale, for instance.and turn away crowds
every night. Just so at tlie Winter Garden,
where the Florences have grown gray playing
the Ticket of Leave Man. We might t*o oa

citing twenty other places of amusement
equally prosperous.
The hotels in all parts of the city benefit by

the universal prosperity, and are overcrowded.
Boarding houses are filled to repletion, while
hosts of families are upon the vergo of despera¬
tion from fear that on the 1st of May they will
be turned homeless into the streets. There
are no bouses for rent and but few for sale.
Our great restaurants are nightly filled with
guests. Grand dinners are tho order of the
day. Del monico's magnificent rooms are re¬

dolent with flowers hndthe fumes of rich wines.
The Mftison Dorce has its share of patronage.
A stranger must wonder where all the money
tbat is needed to defray this immense expendi-
tr re for pleasure comes from. We are not' pro-
pared to answer au jusle; but Chase known.

In this whirlpool of dissipation and
pleasure the masses are Oiirried along un¬

resistingly. The more wmc shake their
heads and hoard their greenbacks, or
rather chauge tbern into something more sub¬
stantial; but tbeir dismay or fears cannot stem
the popular current. "A/irca vvus le deluje"
is the almost universal thought. A crash may,
doubtless must, como ere loug; but until it
does New York will continue to be the gayest,
most brilliant of olties, attracting vast crowds
from the smaller and more insignificant places,
such as Boston, Philadelphia. Baltimore. Ac.
One beautiful and prosperous city.we refer lo
Portland- seems to have been deserted by her
most eminent citizens. We see them all be-e.
We merely cite this an an instance of what New
York is becoming in the estimation of the
people of the North.
The Pursuit of the Alabama..'Two Eng¬

lish mercantile houses, that have lost largely
by the depredations of the Alabama, are. it is
said, about to send out a fast and powerful
ship to 'assist in her capture. Naturally
enough, it has been suspected that this is only
another rebel dodge intended to increase
the number of the rebel cruisers now

afloat. Since the Emporor of China and
the Bey of Tunis have proved to be fellows of
no account, it is not improbable that the
Southern agents in England may be ready to
avail themselves of the virtuous indignation
that John Bull now begins to feel against that
awful Alabama, and thus carry a cruiser to
sea on that tide of popular sentiment which is
now rising in onr favor. Once before a ship
was fitted out in England, under the most fa¬
vorable auspices, to cruise against pirates. Her
commander was a New Yorker, named Captain
Kidd. and when he got to sea he proved to be
the worst pirate of all. Probably we may have
a repetition of that history in the present case.
But we suppose our interests are quite safe;
for it cjn hardly be possible that Mr. Adams
wHl fail to scrutrnize very closely the whole
history of this ship. If she is not all right he
can stop her, as he has stopped others; if she
is all right he will merely sit still, and wo sup¬
pose there will be no affidavits. The British
government, as we all knew, has no power in
the absence of affidavits. Affidavits are the
power behind the throne, and in front of the
throne, and4 all around the throne. Without
affidavits the custom bouse officers will be as

lifeless a0 lampposts, the cannon on the British
men-of-war will be the merest Quakers, and
the cruiser will go to sea and catch the
Al*bama-~of course.

A Good Rxamh.s..While the Legislature
has been engaged for so long a period in set¬
tling the matter of the Police Commissioners,
the two Boards here decided an important
question in a conciliatory way, and without
much lose of time, by the appointment of
some four hundred and fifty poll clerks for
the election on the 8th Instant, to decide
whether soldiers shall have the right to vote.
This saves the appointment of two sets of
clerks, and the indescribable confusion conse¬

quent thereupon. Messrs. Acton and Ber¬
gen, of the old Board, and Messrs. Mc-
Murray, Bosworth and Lewis, of the new

Board, took counsel togetlior, and. agreeing
upon a list satisfactory to both Boards, they
have each issued commissions to the same

parties. This is nil right, and the Assembly
would do woll to settle the question by adopt¬
ing the list of Commissioners as it stood at the
time of taking their recess, which contains the
names ol four ot those above mentioned; for,
notwithstanding the prudence and forbearance
shown by both tyoards, the police force is be-

eomhg terribly deaonlhad, w maoh h that
the IntewU of *11 concerned will compel a

speedy appeal to (be court* in tbe abteaee of
legislative actios. Ai it stands now, with the
two Boards, one claiming authority d*/adoand
tbe otber de jure, tbe force is virtually without
a bend; and rogues and villains of all kinds
take tl.is condition of things to be an immunity
for crime, and tbe criminal calendar is conse¬
quently enormously extended.

fmc War to Ashiht Din/uii.ku Bolihhiw..We
bare received several communication!* suggest¬
ing that disabled discharged soldiers who are
not competent for re-enlistment, and are there¬
fore out of employment, should be engaged, as
far as possible, on our city railroad lines, as

oonduotors or car drivers, and on the ferries,
whenever vacancies occur. It would be but,
just and fair to afford them this opportunity of
obtaining a living; and in gratitude for the ser¬

vices they have rendered the country they are

entitled to this consideration from corporations
like our city railroads and ferry companies,
which draw their Income from the people, upon,
whom the maintenance of these disabled sol¬
diers must ultimately fall.

NEWS FROM THE STATE CAPITAL
fteauembltag of th» legislature After
the Keoeaa.The BKcltement Over the
fleer lit Withdrawal of Tammany from
the State Coaroutlon.Revival of the
Steamboat Oatalluc Imbroglio.Sir.
Ilaokett In Albany, dtc.

Awianv, Fob 29, 1804
There was barely a quorum in cither House of tbe

Legislature this evening, nnd but abort sessions woro

bold Tbe bill authorising tbo Erie Railroad lo Increase
its stock, for lite purpose or completion a double track,
wan reported favorably by tho committee. The New
York conuty tax levy was introduced id tho Assembly,
and several other bills o( no great Importnuco woro in-

(rodaced and «oticod
Tbe action of Tammany, by withdrawing from tbo ro-

cent Democratic Hialo Convention, has caused oonsiaora-

tole ekotiemoot among tbo politicians Tbe most oncour-

aglng statements are received from dliferent parts of the
Hate. Tbo Union democracy In alt parts of tbe State
appear to he rtpo for auothor coovontlon, and ur«e that
T.nnmnny shall raise tbe war bauner and (tail forth, also,
th.il they are ready to rallv to tin support.

It seems that ttio Cataline steuinboat affair is not dead
yet. Gilbert C. Davidson, one of the partners id tbo pur¬
chase of that steamor with Weed, Mntteson At Co.. claims
that, although the vessel was chartered for ton thousand
dollars por month during the war, which was paid for
two months, and although the insurance for upwards or
twentv thonsand has been collected, bo bos received
no portion of It, and ha* taken the preliminary stop to
bring tbo (natter into tho courts for an account and ad-
ludication. Tbo complaint is being drawn up, and will to¬
morrow be filed,us the first stepiu bringing a uettlemont.
Tbe complaint seta fortb tho price that the vessel wan

purchased lor oigbtoen thousand dollars, who were tlie
parties to tho tmuaactloo, and tbe interests of each; also
the condition* or tho charter Insurance, as well as all
other mat tors couoectod with that singular and myste
nous affair. Thus It is Ibat murder will out.
Hacked, Prosldont Lincoln's favorite, appoarod la this

City to-night as Falstatl

Arrival or Coionot Btrelght and Other
iCseapcd Officers In Watblngto^.

Washington, Feb. 2'), 1804.
Col tool A. O.filrelgbt, Fi'ty dr.it Indiana, Major B. B.

McDonald, Ooo Huudrod and Hist Ohio, Captain W W-

ftcaarce. Fifty-first Indiana, and Lieutenant John Sterling'
Thirteenth Indiana, who wore among the prisoners os

capedlrom Richmond on tho 9th inst., are at WtUard's,
bar tog arrived today from tbe Lower Potomao, wbere
(hoy were plckod up by our guuboiits.
This party bos travelled togetbor ever sluoe leaving

Rlcbmood, biding in tbe daytlmo and stealing throneb
(oreatsandawamps at night. They remained ooncealed
tn Richmond several days after their escape 'rom Castle
Thunder, aud finally started out iu a northeasterly direc¬
tion Hosts were found lu Komo of the riven, and la

others rafts were constructed, ui>ou which tbo passage
across was eTocted. Tboy wore clo-ioly pur-
suod by cavalry, mill tit. nogroe* and dogs,
but owing to the marshy cbarac'or of
the region tin ougii wbicb tboy ptiaod tbe dogs were

uuablo to trail them. Upon sover.il occui-mis tboy nar.

rawly oecaped capture. A nogro was tbe only one who
sver gave information concerning tboir biding place
Upon arriving at the I'otomic tboy found a number of

rooel soldiers picketing the river These were avoided
for afew days, aad, making tbair way up through tbe
couotry, the refugees were takeu up by tbe guamat Ell*
yesterday.
Tbe more Interesting dotalis of tbelr experience I*

withheld for tbe benefit of these wbo bave not reached
our lines. Tbe statements recently made, to tbe effect
that Colonel Streigbt had arrived at Fortress Monroe,
woro inveuted for tbe purpose ot iuduclug tbe rebels to
relax Ibeir exertions lor bis recapture. Tbe party was

twoive days Id making the trip, and, with the except:on
of fatigue incident to such an undertaking, are tn re

markably good health
DMPMOH KKOM OOMKAWDRK POUIALI. A. PAItKEIt.
The Navy O ptriaieot has received tho (ollowiug re

pon:.
Unitrd Statm SriAMsnir Rlla,)

WASiiiNuriiH, Keb. 2®, 1H«J4. j
8m.I bave the honor to Inform the I'optrtmeni tblt t

arrived here to day with Colonel A I) Streigbt, > irst
lodmna Volunteors, Mitibr II H Mcltouald. One llunilrsd
aud Klrst Ohio Volunteer*. Captain W. \v Scearce, Fifty
first Indl.tua Volunteers, and I irst Lieutenant John fter-
hug, Thirtieth Indiana Volunteers, wBo ma :e their e-rape
from l.tDby prison, Richmond, on tbo 9th instant, and
reacbO'l ISIacioston's Island, on tbe Potomac river, where
I found them yeMwday. I am, very respectfully, your
obodiont servant, KOXHAI.I. A. PARKKR,

Coram wider oommandiog the rotomac flotilla
Hon. Gidkon Wki ks, Secretary of the Navy, Washing¬

ton U.C
8AFET7 OP MKUTBNANT SCUDA MORE.

A letter from the Army or the I'otomac informs us
that Klrst L eutenant scudamore. oue of the officer* wbo
esca(>od from Libby prison with Colonel Streigbt and
party, came iuto our lioes last oubt, having be«-u on tta«
way nineteen days. Me had iolem'ed to proceed by way
of (iordonsvllle towards tbo Ohio river, thinking bis
chaocesof getting away io that direction better tbao by
the peniosula, as be felt certain of being captured bad be

gone the latter way. After travelling twenty-live miles
bis knees failed bim, and fbe was forced to lie in a mud -

bole.as be terms it, for nine days. A negro took care of
bim and became bis companion, and he reeixned bis

journey. At another time be was obliged to lie concealed
for three days. Ue tlnally reached tbe Kapldao on Satur

day night, and crossed, passing within a Tew paces of tbe
rebel pickets.

I.ieut»naat ifculamure says be saw no troops near

Rlcbmond, nor did he fled any adult white male Inbab
Itantn on his route through tbe country. (!» met only
women, children and negroes. He represents I.ee's army
ss pretty strong; bat no signs of activity were visible.
He waa naptured near Rome, fie., and bad been lea
months in tbe LlMty prison

M astral.
ITALIAN OPRRA.

Verdi s Trovatore proves attractive at alt times when

sung by each arti-t* as tbe Maretzek troupe. Although
tbe public seem to have gone Kaust mad stilt a large and
most fashionable audience filled tbe Academy of Music
last evening to hear Mme. Medorl, Mils. Sulzer, Maxzoleol
aad Bellini in Verdi's mastsrpiscs from the commence¬

ment of tbe performance until tbe fall of tbe curtain no

tbe last Sot the greatest success attended ths efforts of
these artiste, who were must deservedly applauded. They
were all in Ane voice, and we noticed that sn unusual
number of encores were demanded by tbe well pleased
audience,

To-night Faust will be repeated Tbe bouse will of
course be lammed

¦NOMSH OPKRA.

The Rlrhings Opera troupe made their first sppeerance
tblsseaeon at Niblo's Oardsn last evening in tbe Pnstil
Ion of I/m|utnsau. Tbe Douse was tilled by a most ap¬

preciative audience and tbe performance was moderately
successful Miss Caroline Riohings «ang and acted tne
role oi Madeleine with her usual spirit. We were not favora¬
bly Impressed with Mr Hill, tbe tenor of this troupe.
His voice is by no means powerful or sympathetic. Mr.
Heguln did notappnar musically to great advantage ta tbe
secondary roU of Bl)ou He a< ted nicely, however,
and will doubtless be more successful in soma more im-
porlauf pert. The music Of this must pleasant of comic
operas must ever please but we would really reenmsneud
to the management more unstmbU in the choruses

ORAND OOMCIRT AT MtVINO HAM..
On Saturday evening next a grand testimonial concert

will take place at frying Hall. Tins interesting event Is

gotten up by tbe friends ef Mr U t Harrison as s token

of their recognition of bis liberal nn<l generous encourage
mnnl of native artists, wbo ever And In bim a friend. A
crowded audienoe will be preeent at this eoncert, wbiob
Includes the beet talent among onr artistic circles
Mr Oottsc.helk gits* a grand concert et Nibio's Halooe

on Wodneeday evening assisted by Mnaos U'Augrl, Va
rtaa. Huuetebe aud Mr Carlo I'atu

NEWS FROM WMfMNfflQIL

Report in Che Senate of the Coafereno#
Committee on the Whiskey T&i.

The Committee on the Conduct of the
War te Report en Trade with the

Insurrectionary Districts*

Passage by the Uoom of the Amendatory
$00,000,000 Loan Bill.

Call on the Secretary of the Hary for
a Report of Operations ir

Charleston Harbor,
a®«» Ac.,la

Washinotosi, Feb », IM4
rtMUl Or TBI LOIN HLL.

The liMn bill pained without much opposition to-day,
II having been reported back by Mr. Davis, frees Ikt
Coram Ittie of Ways and Heut, with two unimportant
amendments This bill authorises only eleven tnlllieo*
of dollars of thonew ioao, tbo two hundred tnliliops of
flvo fori ion provided for being ooly a trausfer of a per¬
iloo of Uio lea-forty Ioho authorised by (he last One
gross

TBI GOLD (lit.
The Gold bill was not called up to-da? In the House, Ml

w*s exported, the call of Blatcs for roeoluttons not hav¬
ing boon oompletod whoa the Ilouae a^ournod. It oaa

now be taken up out of its regular order this week oaly
by uuuuiinouii consent. ft may, howover, be reaehod on

the caloudar if tho Emauoipation Bureau hill Mould he
disponed of to-morrow or next day.

PLAN ran RBUCOINO Tllil OOLD SURPLUS.
Mr. Wilsou, of Iowa, introduced a bill to reduce the

surplus or gold lo the Treasury, by providing that oue

tenth of the revenue now required to be paid In coin may
be paid in legal tender aoles. This was referred to the
Committee ol Ways and Means It is important that this
mutter should bo dmpofied or al an early day, ae lit

poudouoy uuseltles aud disturbs business* operations
TUB WIII8ABY TAX.

Tho Coureronce Committee on he lulernal Reveuue bill
did not report thoir disagreement to the Houso to-day.
bill will do so to-morrow rooroiog. The report was.
however, made iu the Senate, and tho Committee asked
for instructions to report a bill taxing stocks or whiskey
on band twenty cents per gal loo, and making tho tax

eighty coots per gallon after July 1,1894, and one dallar
alter January t, 1805. It was made the special order for
Tuesday, and will no doubt occupy the atteution of both
houses for some time during lo-morrow. The whiskey
men do not ai>pear to gain mucb strength by the agita¬
tion and dolay of tbo question.
TUB PKB41DKNT AND TUB DBPARTMBMT AD7BBTf9tHO.

It is said that tbo President has notified tbe War an4
Navy Departments not lo give out advertising except te
suc.ii papers as he shall indicalo. If this should be troe.
it Is a new uso or Executive patronage to control a nomi¬
nation
TUB ItBUOI.ATIONS RB4ARDINO TRAM WITH TH«

SBOKDttD STATES.
Mr Stevons having failed to obtain a suspension of tbn

rulos te enable him to introduce a resolution directing
the Committee oa the Conduct of the War lo Inquire Into
tbo practical operation of trade regulations In regard I*
trade with tbe secodod States, issued by tbe Secretary o(%
tbe Treasury, and approved by tbe President, and
into the conduct of the military nod other offloeni
charged with executing then*, and whether any
favoritism or partiality bad been shown by suoh officers.
it was subsequently renewed by General OarHeld, at
OQio, under (be call of Htates for resolution*, and, oftsr
cons.lerable opposition, was adoptod by a majority at
thirty three. The opj>osition was not from any oSfrotloo
to the investigation being had, but from a dot Ire that a

special committee should be raised for that ptrposs, wltk
Frank Blair, or somo one else not In tbe Interest of Mr.

Cba*e, an 114 chairinau. It was put tnrough, however,
under tbo previous question
TUB ATTACK OP THR IRON-CLAD9 ON PORT «(7Mr«».

Ilis entire official history of the attack of the Ironclads
upon Fort Sumtor last April is at length to be glrso to
tbo public, the House having to-day, upon motion of V. P.
Blair, Jr., called for tbe entire oorreapoodonce between
the Nary Department and Admiral Dupont, tbo orders,
reports, Ac., previous and subsequent to tbat affair.
This was demanded as an act of juitico to tb* do-
pariment, tbe House baring previously called for Ad¬
miral Dupont s letters and reports. Mr. Blair state#
that tbe department bad no objection, but. In tool
was anxious tbat tbe complete correspoodeo
should be published, as Pupont's friends bad made v

leut and peraUtsnt attacks upon the department for
action with reference to him. This correspondence *

it is claimed, not only exonerate the department fi
b am*, but gbow that it was only after long waiting
repeated remonstrance against tb* inactivity which
fleet under bis command was subjected to that It
derided to suporsedo bim in tb* command and ads
new line of operations.

TBI DRAFT.
W* bare authority for saying that there Hoo truth la

tbe statement telegraphed to tbe Philadelphia papers 10
tb* effect that I'rovost Marshal G*n*ral Fry would to day
Issue an order postponing tb* draft until tbe 1st of April.
PBSMATtJRR ANNOUNCRMRNT OP OENRRAt. GRANT'S

APPOINTMENT AS LIEUTENANT OKNERAL
Tbs bill reviving tbe grade of lieutenant genaral wao

signed by tb* pra*iding officer of each bous* of Congross
to day. (1 bu yet to be present*! to the Pr*sideot far
bis approval bsiors It becomes a law. Thereroro tb* an¬

nouncement that Grant bad been appolntsd to that offlco
was premature.

FCLL I.KNOTJI POIITRAIT OF OINKRAL GRANT.
Tb* full length portrait of Otn Grant, painted by Jota

Antrobius, of Chicago, now on exhibition at tb* Capital,
has elicited much commendation, particularly from tboao
wbo are familiar with tii* General. Tb* liksosss is satt
to be perfect, and tb* picture challenge* tbo admiral,too
of srtists. It represents tb* h*ro <faenoral atanding upoa
a prominence, with a broken cannon by hla sid*, Look¬
out Mountain and Missionary Ridg* In tbe backgroood,
and preparing with a field class to observe tbe operaltoaa
ol th* army. It is a splendid picture.
IMPORTANT ARMT NOMINATION CONFIRMED BT TBI

8RNAH.
The 9*nats to dar in executive session confirmed tbo

nomination of Major General Ulysses a. Grant, of tbo
volunteers, as major genera! in tb* regular amy, wltk .

his commission dating from July 4,1863, to All an origi¬
nal vacancy
Tbs follow tug wars confirmed as brigadier general* la

tbe regular army .
Major General George G. Mei d*, of volunteers; cummto-

s 100 dating from July 3,1463. vie*Sumner, d*o*aaod.
Major G«n*ral William T. Shormaa, of volunteer* dat¬

ing from July 4,1863, to All an original vacancy.
Major General Jamea B. MePbsrson, of voIunt**r«, dat¬

ing rrom August, 1863, vie* Harft*y, r*tlr*d.

Major Gen*ral George H. Tbotfas, of tbe Voluntoort,
dating from October, 1803. vice A>d*rsoo, retired

Brigadier Genaral Alfred Piajsanton and Brlgadlao
G*o*rai Gouv*rn*ur B. Warren tav* bees confirmed *0

major generals of volunteers, thu former from Jun* 39,
1863, and th* tatter from May 3,1003
Th* 8enat* also confirmed tbs following additional

nominations to-day >-
Cyrus Kiell, Rogane W Watson aid Jnslah Plsrsos, to

bo third lieutenant* and Edward B. furlong, to bo
second lisulenant la tb* rsvennoorttsr eervio*

Francis H. Kuggles.of Kentucky, tonaul at Kingston,
Jamaica. '1
Charles H. Loehr, of Pennsylvania, Consul at Porto

Cahello. . . _

William W. Nsvison, of OMR, Consul at Rayoun*
1 harl** C. Birch, of Pennsylvania, Consul st Cardiff.
William H. Hartley.of Mate#, Consul at Trinidad.
f ranklin Torrsy ,of Massachusetts, Consul at Carrara*

ItAlT.
George H. (lough, of Idaho, t'nltsd states Attornoy for*

^AMo as Collector* nf luternsl Revenue.Nimrod D. Klo-
easter, Third distrk-t, Vlrgl ila John 8. Nixon, Fourtfci
district, Kentucky. Rnosl Hoigb, T*nness**. William
WhltUker, l/iuisians
Surveyors at Customs.'Thomas M. Rsdd, for tb* portj

of Paducab, Kentucky; Hto>ben l<oogf*Uow, district ef|
MachUS, Maine William n. Gallagher, port of IiwlSTllle|J
Charles F, Williams, dtatrisa of HaMm and Beverly^
To be Hospital chaplains* -Mward P. Rodney aod Jobka/

W. Rogers, of West virgin**, W. L Bnrkemso.o* IndiaoaJ t

and Washington M Orlmes. '

Among tbe large aamber of minor military oonflraa^.
tlons are tlie following .(aptaln Hotaktng, with tfee ranlr
of mai«r UeuHnanie D. C. Mo*rs and Tonn H. Hoover,
of Illinois, to lie aids de-camp for General logaa, wlUb
rank of captain
Tne'oitm tmto be assistant ad,i"tant generate, wit^


